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Context
1. MENA region is among the least integrated in the world

2. Low private investment and high unemployment 

3. Governments in transition with challenging reform agenda

4. Nascent democracies with more space for civil society and non-government 
players

5. Interest for diaspora bonds
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Empirical studies and anecdotal evidence

1. Studies shows that bilateral investment and trade are more important when 
there is an active diaspora

2. Diaspora funds development projects such as hospitals, roads…

3. Knowledge circulates when people move
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Diaspora innovates
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Remittance flows are large and growing
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Remittance flows in MENA
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Cost of sending money remains high
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Survey results
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Consultation with the MENA diaspora

Online survey
For all Diaspora 
members, collecting 
1000 responses, 
827 retained

Focus groups
~150 insights from 
Diaspora members

one-on-one 
interviews
business and 
opinion leaders from 
MENA 

CONSULTATION
DIASPORA MENA 



Profile of respondents
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Mostly from the Maghreb…
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A strong connection with home country

13 N is the number of valid respondents



Lack of trust in governments
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Investment and Economic Integration
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Strong preference for real estate and direct investment

16 N is the number of valid respondents



Obstacles to Investment
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Investment flows are different from remittances!

SIZE OF INVESTMENT ARE BIGGER
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Diaspora supports economic integration
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Governments and IFIs
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Governments and the diaspora
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1. An increasing interest worldwide

2. Different approaches:
 Institutional set-up
 Development plans
 Specific programs

VISION 

COORDINATION

FOLLOW-UP



Diaspora’s Expectations vis-à-vis Governments

22 N is the number of valid respondents



Diaspora’s Expectations vis-à-vis IFIs
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4 main ideas

1. Need to be recognized

2. Potential for large contribution of diaspora

3. Decentralized approach

4. The action of a few can make a difference
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The action of a few can make a difference

252
5

La “Dame aux acacias”



Possible ways forward

TA to governments
 Strategy toward diaspora
 Design of targeted programs 

Channel diaspora’s finance
 Banking accounts
 Diaspora bond
 Business competition

Role for IFIs
 Improve access to information: Online platform connecting diaspora and 

entrepreneurs; listing projects for diaspora and other investors 
 Fostering networking and knowledge exchange: Diaspora – governments and 

among diaspora (regional/global)
 Promote sustainability of diaspora associations / success stories
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“DiasporaConnect” pilot platform 
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https://blogs.worldbank.org/arabvoi
ces/category/tags/profiles-diaspora
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