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October 2010 The results are for non-weighted data 

Final Survey Report 

Kenya 

1. Summary of key findings 

Household characteristics 

• The population structure of the population structure is similar to the country’s 
structure with over 50% of women in population, about 25% below 15 years and 
50% in the labor force.  The structure does not differ significantly across the 
household with and without migrants. 

• The major difference between the household type is on the level of education. It 
shows that most of the household members with university level education are 
among the households with international migrants.  The household heads in 
households with international migrant have higher education than those in the 
internal and non-migrant households.  The other major difference is that 
households with a international migrant has a head who is professional in his/her 
current occupation. 

• A high proportion of households are owned and family houses with a higher 
proportion among households with international migrant.  Similarly household 
with an international migrant have a higher proportion of houses constructed 
using stones and with higher supply of utilities. 

• Households with international migrant have a proportionately higher ownership 
of household durable goods including car, television, computer and refrigerator. 

• 63% of households indicate that they own bank account with a proportionate 
higher number of households among households with international migrant. 

International and internal migrants characteristics 

• Migrants are generally male.  Most of the migrants both international and 
internal are with the 26-50 years old. These are again sons and daughters of the 
households. 

• Most of international migrants are in OECD countries with majority in UK and 
USA.  Those migrating to African countries are in the EAC countries. 

• 39% 0f international migrants are in search for education while the internal 
migrants are mostly looking for employment opportunities. 
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• Over 25% of both internal and international migrants have been away for 
between 1 to 3 years. 

• The migrants moved after they finished their secondary school. International 
migrants have a higher proportion who had already finished undergraduate 
therefore in search for higher education. 

• Internal migrants have a higher proportion who were unemployed before they 
left and engaged currently in self-employment. 36% of international migrants are 
professionals in their current occupation. This confirming the fact that those who 
migrate to outside countries are getting more educated. 

• Migrant send money back home both international and internal, with an average 
amount kshs 50,000 and below.  The method of sending differ by region with 
those in international corridors using western union while the internal migrants 
use the mobile telephone services. 
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I. Basic household characteristics 

Distribution of households by type of migrant 
International migrant 713 36.71 
Internal migrant 557 28.68 
Non-migrant 672 34.60 
  1942 100.00 

 

Household size by type of migrant (%) 

  
International 
migrant 

Internal 
migrant Non-migrant Total 

Average size 4.19 4.30 4.19 4.22 
1 member 9.41 10.61 12.05 10.67 
2-3 members 34.69 30.40 28.27 31.24 
4-6 members 40.73 42.63 46.58 43.30 
over 6 members 15.17 16.37 13.10 14.79 
Total 100 100 100 100 

 
712 556 672 1940 

 

Distribution of households by region (district) 

District 
 International 

migrants  Internal migrants Non-migrants 
Average 
household size 

Kiambu 6.73 6.29 7.12 3.74 

Kisii 6.73 5.94 5.93 4.57 

Machakos 4.49 8.45 4.15 4.05 

Nakuru 4.49 5.94 4.15 3.67 

Nairobi 12.76 3.78 9.50 3.43 

Rachuonyo 5.75 5.94 5.19 5.1 

Thika 6.17 6.83 5.64 3.58 

Garissa 6.17 5.76 4.60 5.11 

Lugari 2.10 2.88 5.34 5.16 

Malindi 7.01 6.65 5.49 4.87 

Embu 5.33 4.86 6.23 3.91 

Siaya 7.01 6.47 5.49 4.16 

Kilifi 3.79 5.04 7.12 3.14 

Kakamega 2.66 7.91 5.49 4.56 

Migori 5.89 6.29 5.34 4.98 

Vihiga 6.17 6.47 5.34 5.05 
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Mombasa 6.73 4.50 7.86 3.49 

Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 4.22 
  713 556 672   

 

Household members by sex 

  
International 
migrant 

Internal 
migrant Non-migrant   

Female 53.31 51.99 51.13 4299 
Male 46.69 48.01 48.87 3940 
  100 100 100 8239 
  3007 2410 2822   

 

Household members by age and gender 
  Male Female 
6 year and below 15.79 15.11 
7-11years 11.77 10.52 
12-14 year 7.83 7.07 
15-17 year 5.38 5.09 
18-24 year 16.53 16.59 
25-34 year 14.47 15.30 
35-44 year 8.29 10.21 
45-54 year 7.67 9.33 
55-64 year 6.03 6.09 
65+ 6.23 4.69 
Total 100 100 
  3883 4202 

 

Household members by age and type of migrant 

  
international 
migrant 

internal 
migrant non migrant Total 

6 year and below 11.62 14.21 20.78 15.53 
7-11years 9.35 12.35 11.90 11.11 
12-14 year 6.47 9.11 7.09 7.45 
15-17 year 4.91 6.45 4.56 5.24 
18-24 year 18.93 15.56 14.97 16.58 
25-34 year 13.92 11.80 18.46 14.87 
35-44 year 8.23 8.68 10.83 9.26 
45-54 year 9.45 9.99 6.24 8.50 
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55-64 year 8.97 6.16 2.85 6.04 
65+ 8.16 5.69 2.32 5.42 
  100 100 100 100 
  2953 2372 2806   

 

Household members by marital status 

  
international 
migrant 

internal 
migrant non migrant Total 

Married 35.74 32.46 34.16 34.34 
Engaged 0.47 1.00 0.64 0.68 
cohabiting 0.03 0.17 0.25 0.15 
separated 0.63 1.42 0.78 0.92 
Divorce 0.83 1.00 0.46 0.76 
Widowed 5.40 3.59 2.45 3.87 
Single 56.90 60.37 61.26 59.29 
Total 100 100 100 100 
  3002 2397 2819   

 

Household members by place of birth 

  
international 
migrant 

internal 
migrant non migrant Total 

Outside 2.88 0.59 1.03 1.58 
Rural 60.32 69.26 65.33 64.64 
Urban 36.80 30.15 33.64 33.78 
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 
  2984 2365 2812   

 

Household members and their relation to the head 

  
International 
migrant 

Internal 
migrant 

Non-
migrant Total 

Head 23.09 22.49 23.65 23.11 
Spouse 13.43 11.81 16.38 13.97 
Partner 0.20 0.21 0.07 0.16 
Son/ Daughter 37.45 45.52 49.08 43.80 
Son/ Daughter in law 1.70 1.21 0.46 1.13 
Father/ Mother 0.37 0.46 0.32 0.38 
Brother/ Sister 2.84 1.67 1.49 2.03 
Parent in law 0.37 0.33 0.07 0.26 
Grandson/ Grand 10.46 11.51 4.54 8.73 
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daughter 
Nephew/ Niece 2.54 1.29 1.03 1.66 
Other relative 2.10 1.88 1.63 1.88 
Servant/ Employee 4.28 1.25 0.89 2.23 
Other Non relative 1.17 0.38 0.39 0.67 
Total 100 100 100 100 
  2993 2397 2820 8210 

 

Household head by gender 
Male 1318 67.87 
Female 624 32.13 
Total 1942 100.00 

 

Age of head 
18-24 years 80 4.12 
25-34 years 401 20.65 
35-44 356 18.33 
45-54 411 21.16 
55-64 311 16.01 
65+ 334 17.20 
Total 1893 100 

 

Household head age by gender 
  Male Female Total 
18-24 years 3.53 5.77 4.23 
25-34 years 20.94 21.73 21.18 
35-44 19.33 17.66 18.81 
45-54 21.24 22.75 21.71 
55-64 17.18 14.77 16.43 
65+ 17.79 17.32 17.64 
Total 100 100 100 
  1304 589   

 

Household head by religion 
Moslem 279 14.70 
Catholic 463 24.39 
Protestant 1106 58.27 
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Traditional 18 0.95 
Other 2 0.11 
No Religion 23 1.21 
Hinduisim 5 0.26 
Budhist 2 0.11 
Total 1898 100 

 

Household head marital status 
Married 1388 71.47 
Engaged to be married 20 1.03 
Cohabiting/consensual union 5 0.26 
Separated 36 1.85 
Divorced 36 1.85 
Widowed 258 13.29 
Single/Never Married 153 7.88 
Total 1896 97.63 

 

Where the head was born? 
Urban area within your country 481 24.77 
Rural area within your country 1355 69.77 
Outside Kenya  56 2.88 
        OECD countries 18 33.33 
        East Africa 14 25.93 
        Other Africa 13 24.07 
        Other countries 9 16.67 
Total 1892 100 
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II. Education 

Household members by level of education 
  Male Female Total 
No formal education 25.16 29.39 27.36 
Primary School 36.43 38.43 37.47 
Secondary School 21.28 19.29 20.24 
Post-primary Technical/Vocational 
School 2.29 1.30 1.77 
Post-secondary Technical/Vocational 
School 8.05 7.17 7.59 
University undergraduate 4.99 3.60 4.26 
Graduate School 1.80 0.83 1.29 
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 
  3887 4226 8113 

 

Household education level by age group 

  

6  
years 
and 
belo
w 

7-11 
years 

12-
14 
year
s 

15-17 
years 

18-
24 
year
s 

25-
34 
years 

35-
44 

45-
54 

55-
64 65+ 

No formal 
education 84.16 36.87 

21.1
7 10.14 8.91 8.09 11.46 17.39 

22.7
8 

33.7
2 

Primary School 15.84 63.13 
73.1

7 
54.7

2 
34.4

3 
33.5

3 
32.8

8 
30.1

3 
29.3

2 37.91 

Secondary School 0.00 0.00 4.17 
33.0

2 41.17 
30.8

6 
30.8

3 
24.8

9 
19.2

0 11.40 
Post-primary 
Technical/Vocation
al School 0.00 0.00 0.50 0.94 2.62 2.25 2.46 2.40 5.06 3.72 
Post-secondary 
Technical/Vocation
al School 0.00 0.00 0.33 0.00 7.41 15.68 

12.6
9 

17.0
9 

13.5
0 

10.0
0 

University 
undergraduate 0.00 0.00 0.33 0.24 5.24 8.67 8.87 7.05 9.28 2.79 
Graduate School 0.00 0.00 0.33 0.94 0.22 0.92 0.82 1.05 0.84 0.47 
total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
  1237 887 600 424 1336 1199 733 667 474 430 

 

 

Education level by type of household 
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international 
migrant 

internal 
migrant non migrant 

No formal education 23.58 28.43 31.58 
Primary School 33.76 41.60 37.65 
Secondary School 22.00 19.59 18.38 
Post-primary Technical/Vocational 
School 1.78 1.83 1.68 
Post-secondary Technical/Vocational 
School 9.81 6.38 6.21 
University undergraduate 6.82 1.88 3.50 
Graduate School 2.25 0.29 1.00 
  100 100 100 
  2977 2399 2802 

 

Education level household head 

 
International migrant Internal migrant Non-migrant 

Non formal 13.65 18.77 12.93 
Primary 20.92 36.99 32.33 
Secondary 20.15 21.75 27.22 
Post primary technical/vocational 3.06 3.90 4.21 
Post secondary technical/vocational 26.40 13.94 12.93 
University undergraduate 10.84 3.90 7.67 
Graduate 4.97 0.74 2.71 
  100.00 100.00 100.00 

 

Education qualification of household head 
  International migrant Internal migrant Non-migrant 
Bachelors 29.67 13.84 26.85 
Certificate 26.42 40.18 30.25 

Masters 8.06 2.23 6.79 
PhD 2.74 0.00 0.31 
Vocational/Technical training diploma 32.59 43.75 35.49 
Military 0.51 0.00 0.31 
Total 100 100 100 
  583 224 324 
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Completed level of schooling by head 
  Male female total 
No formal education 10.11 27.41 15.50 
Primary School 29.48 32.66 30.47 
Secondary School 26.03 19.63 24.04 
Post-primary 
Technical/Vocational School 4.52 2.37 3.85 
Post-secondary 
Technical/Vocational School 15.62 10.83 14.13 
University undergraduate 9.49 5.58 8.28 
Graduate School 4.13 1.18 3.22 
Other (Specify) 0.38 0.00 0.26 
Don’t know 0.23 0.34 0.26 
Total 100 100 100 
  1306 591   

 

Highest qualification by head 

 

International 
migrant 

Internal 
migrant Non-migrant 

Certificate 26.27 36.13 28.39 
Vocational or technical training 
diploma 32.03 31.09 31.83 
Bachelor's degree 27.19 21.85 26.04 
Master's degree 9.68 5.88 8.86 
PhD Degree 3.00 1.68 2.71 
Other (specify) 1.38 2.52 1.63 
military training 0.46 0.84 0.54 
Total 100 100 100 

 

III. Employment 

Current employment household members 
Other 823 10.43 
full student 2602 32.97 
house wife 708 8.97 
long ill 86 1.09 
paid full 1021 12.94 
paid part 194 2.46 
part student 35 0.44 
Retired 324 4.11 
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Self 1329 16.84 
unemployment 769 9.75 
Total 7891 100 

 

Current work status by head 

 
Male Female Total 

Paid employment – full-time 34.28 15.93 28.57 
Paid employment – part-time 5.36 3.73 4.85 
Self employed (full or part time) 35.96 43.05 38.17 
Full-time student 0.69 0.51 0.63 
Part-time student 0.23 0.34 0.26 
Unemployed / Looking for work 5.66 3.39 4.96 
Retired from work altogether 15.68 7.12 13.02 
Housewife 0.23 22.71 7.22 
Long-term sick or handicapped 1.84 3.22 2.27 
  100 100 100 
  1307 590   

 

Current work status by head by type of household 

  
international 
migrant 

internal 
migrant non migrant 

Paid employment – full-time 25.04 22.78 36.99 
Paid employment – part-time 2.46 4.63 7.52 
Self employed (full or part 
time) 34.59 41.48 39.25 
Full-time student 0.58 0.37 0.90 
Part-time student 0.29 0.19 0.30 
Unemployed / Looking for 
work 5.35 3.52 5.71 
Retired from work altogether 19.97 13.52 5.41 
Housewife 8.54 11.30 2.56 
Long-term sick or 
handicapped 3.18 2.22 1.35 
  100.00 100.00 100.00 

 

Current occupation by head 

 
Male Female Total 

Managers 7.11 5.15 6.57 
Professionals 17.73 15.99 17.25 
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Technicians and associate 
professionals 7.01 0.81 5.30 
Clerical support workers 4.95 3.25 4.48 
Service and sales workers 17.84 31.98 21.73 
Agricultural, forestry and fishery 
workers 19.79 27.91 22.03 
Craft and related trades workers 5.57 4.07 5.15 
Plant and machine operators, and 
assemblers 1.24 0.54 1.05 
Elementary occupations 13.30 6.50 11.43 
Armed forces occupations 1.65 0.27 1.27 
Casual laborer 3.81 3.52 3.73 
  100 100 100 
  970 369   

 

Current occupation of household head by household type 

  international migrant internal migrant 
non 
migrant 

Managers 10.70 4.97 4.39 
Professionals 25.35 11.60 14.63 
Technicians and associate professionals 4.42 4.42 6.58 
Clerical support workers 2.79 5.25 5.30 
Service and sales workers 18.37 25.69 21.76 
Agricultural, forestry and fishery workers 23.02 27.62 17.55 
Craft and related trades workers 2.56 5.52 6.95 
Plant and machine operators, and 
assemblers 0.93 1.10 1.10 
Elementary occupations 7.67 9.67 15.54 
Armed forces occupations 1.40 1.10 1.28 
Casual labourer 2.79 3.04 4.94 
  100.00 100.00 100.00 
  430 362 547 
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IV. Housing  

 Tenure of dwellings by household 

  
international 
migrant internal migrant non migrant 

Owned 76.44 71.04 52.53 
Rent-free or subsidized from 
employer 1.82 3.06 5.65 
Rented from employer 1.40 1.80 1.49 
Rent-free or subsidized from relatives 1.26 1.08 1.49 
Rented from relatives 0.98 0.36 0.89 
Rented from an individual 17.53 20.86 36.61 
Rented from other 0.56 1.80 1.34 
  100 100 100 
  713 556 672 

 

Type of dwelling by household 

  
international 
migrant internal migrant non migrant 

Family house 84.15 75.90 60.21 
Apartment in a building 5.47 5.04 8.20 
Single rooms 4.63 10.25 18.93 
Room or rooms in a house 5.47 8.81 12.07 
Huts 0.14 0.00 0.30 
Other (specify 0.14 0.00 0.30 
  100 100 100 
  713 556 671 

 

Major construction materials 
  international migrant internal migrant non migrant 
Bricks/Stones 78.96 55.76 54.91 
Wood/off cuts 2.24 4.50 4.02 
Mud 12.76 29.32 32.29 
Pre-fabricated 1.12 1.44 0.60 
Tin 0.42 0.54 0.74 
Iron sheets 4.49 7.91 6.55 
Other (specify 0.00 0.54 0.89 
  100 100 100 
  713 556 672 
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Does your household have electricity 
  international migrant internal migrant non migrant 
Yes 65.36 43.24 45.54 
No 34.64 56.76 54.46 
  100 100 100 
  713 555 672 

 

Primary source of HH drinking water 
  international migrant internal migrant non migrant 
Piped water to resident 50.63 39.39 41.96 
Public pump 4.49 7.37 11.16 
Well \ Stream 4.63 7.01 8.63 
River or stream 15.29 21.94 18.45 
Water truck \ Vendors 1.40 3.42 2.38 
Rain water 7.01 2.88 1.93 
Boreholes 14.03 14.39 12.80 
Spring 2.52 3.60 2.68 
  100 100 100 
  713 556 672 
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V. Household assets and expenditures 

Does your household own IMMOVABLE ASSET 

  
international 
migrant internal migrant non migrant 

Agricultural land 64.49 68.23 56.63 
Air conditioner 21.31 7.04 7.75 
Animal cart 7.53 4.87 4.47 
Bicycle 29.69 29.42 24.14 
Boat 1.28 0.36 0.75 
Bus 0.85 0.36 0.45 
Canoe 0.14 0.54 0.15 
Car 26.85 9.93 11.77 
Cell/Mobile 86.51 79.06 75.11 
Computer 31.25 9.75 15.65 
House 73.30 68.59 52.01 
Lorry 2.70 1.08 0.60 
Motor cycle 6.39 2.89 4.32 
Non-agricultural land 25.28 21.84 14.16 
Non-mobile 17.05 7.22 7.75 
Other building 27.13 20.58 10.88 
Radio 89.20 83.57 82.12 
Refrigerator 40.77 16.61 19.37 
Sound system 22.87 10.11 12.22 
Television 73.30 48.19 47.24 
Tractor 1.70 0.72 0.15 
Truck 1.99 0.18 0.30 
Tuk Tuk 7.10 5.42 4.32 
VCR/DVD 50.57 27.80 30.85 
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Average monthly expenditure by households 

 

international 
migrant 

internal 
migrant 

non 
migrant 

Food 3.04 4.71 2.42 
Meat 1.50 1.56 0.94 
Cooking oil 0.66 0.97 0.73 
transport 4.28 2.65 2.06 
Personal care 4.07 3.88 4.20 
Cloth and footwear 0.63 0.63 0.51 
Household appliances 1.40 0.58 0.73 
Car/motorcycle 13.44 7.89 16.84 
Cell/Mobile phone 0.54 0.92 0.86 
Computer 1.91 1.90 2.06 
Other electronics 0.92 1.05 0.84 
Productive assets 1.11 2.45 1.72 
Farming equipment 0.54 0.79 0.18 
Luxury goods 4.41 15.17 1.53 
Rent for housing 4.00 3.38 2.43 
Payment of utilities 1.42 1.52 1.58 
Education 5.31 3.03 1.69 
health 1.44 0.78 0.59 
wedding 0.77 0.88 0.38 
set up business 5.45 14.82 3.79 
house/land 
improvement 38.60 26.61 52.50 
home improvement 4.55 3.81 1.41 
Total 100 100 100 
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VI. Use of financial services 

Does anyone in the household have a bank account? 

  
International 
migrant 

Internal 
Migrant Non-Migrant Total 

Yes  72.79 55.38 59.91 63.34 
No 27.21 44.62 40.09 36.66 

 

Who has a bank account in the household 

 

Total 
with 

account 

Total proportion of 
those with accounts to 

total with accounts 
Total number 

of members 

Proportion to the 
total members in 

the category 
Head 1139 60.88 1897 60.04 
Spouse 387 20.68 1147 33.74 
Partner 3 0.16 13 23.08 
Son/ Daughter 267 14.27 3596 7.42 
Son/ Daughter in law 7 0.37 93 7.53 
Brother/ Sister 36 1.92 167 21.56 
Grandson/ Grand daughter 4 0.21 717 0.56 
Nephew/ Niece 7 0.37 154 4.55 
Other relative 8 0.43 154 5.19 
Servant/ Employee 6 0.32 183 3.28 
Other Non relative 7 0.37 55 12.73 
Total 1871 100.00     

 

Number of years members have held the accounts 

 
Number % 

1year and 
below 212 11.33 
1-5years 660 35.28 
5-10years 334 17.85 
11-15years 148 7.91 
16-20years 193 10.32 
over 20 324 17.32 
  1871 100.00 
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Purpose of opening the account 
Saving 1390 66.99 
Sending money 68 3.28 
Receiving money 246 11.86 
Taking loans 63 3.04 
Salary 308 14.84 
  2075 100.00 

 

VII. International and internal Migrant 

Household migrant distribution 
international migrant 713 36.71 
internal migrant 557 28.68 
non migrant 672 34.60 
      
Total 1942 100.00 

 

Migrant by sex 
  International Internal 
Male 57.04 60.55 
Female 42.96 39.45 
Total 100 100 
  1001 1199 

 

Migrant age by type of migrant 
  International Internal 
18 and below 3.18 8.30 
19-25 19.93 27.62 
26-35 48.30 40.16 
36-50 28.59 23.92 
Over 50 7.56 4.33 
  100 100 
  913 1108 

 

Migrant relationship to the head 
  International Internal 
Spouse 11.72 12.75 
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Son/ Daughter 59.90 73.56 
Son/ Daughter-in-law 5.05 2.96 
Father/ Mother 2.53 3.04 
Brother/ Sister 15.56 6.08 
Granddaughter/grandson 3.03 0.76 
Other relatives 2.22 0.84 
  100 100 
  990 1184 

 

Distribution of migrants by destination 
OECD 653 29.59 
Africa 253 11.46 
Other 96 4.35 
Local Urban 997 45.17 
Local Rural 208 9.42 

 
2207 100.00 

 

Destination of outward migrants 
Country Number % 
Western Countries 
UK 133 13.27 
Belgium 5 0.50 
US 342 34.13 
Canada 31 3.09 
Germany 54 5.39 
Norway 11 1.10 
France 3 0.30 
Sweden 2 0.20 
Switzerland 4 0.40 
Italy 27 2.69 
Netherlands 11 1.10 
Australia 25 2.50 
Russia 1 0.10 
Denmark 4 0.40 
Holland 1 0.10 
Africa 
Liberia 1 0.10 
Sudan 29 2.89 
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Tanzania 57 5.69 
Zanzibar 2 0.20 
Zimbabwe 4 0.40 
Congo 7 0.70 
Rwanda 9 0.90 
South Africa 41 4.09 
Somali 2 0.20 
Uganda 96 9.58 
Ethiopia 1 0.10 
Egypt 1 0.10 
Others 
Israel 1 0.10 
India 17 1.70 
China 2 0.20 
Dubai 39 3.89 
Libya 3 0.30 
Saudi Arabia 23 2.30 
Iraq 1 0.10 
United Emirates (UAE) 12 1.20 
  1002 100.00 

 

Reason for migration by type of migrant 
  International Internal 
Education 38.70 15.72 
Search for work 19.70 28.87 
Job transfer/job opportunity 27.80 35.86 
Civil conflict/ war 0.20 0.00 
Marriage arrangement 6.60 8.99 
Divorce/marriage dissolution 0.20 0.33 
Family problems 0.50 1.75 
Moved to join other family members 3.90 3.00 
Return to original or previous home 0.40 4.74 
Do not own agricultural land to work here / don’t 
have enough 0.60 0.50 
Health problems 0.20 0.17 
Political factors 0.00 0.08 
Won green card 1.20 0 
  100 100 
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Reason for migration by type of migrant 
  18 and below 19-25 26-35 36-50 over 50 
Education 41.46 44.24 22.41 16.07 8.47 
Search for work 7.32 24.24 27.54 25.79 23.73 
Job transfer/job opportunity 4.88 21.41 35.12 42.80 38.14 
Civil conflict/ war 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.19 0.00 
Marriage arrangement 2.44 4.65 8.70 8.79 13.56 
Divorce/marriage dissolution 0.00 0.00 0.11 0.56 0.85 
Family problems 9.76 0.00 0.78 0.75 1.69 
Moved to join other family 
members 13.82 3.43 2.79 0.75 5.93 
Return to original or previous 
home 19.51 1.82 1.23 2.24 4.24 
Do not own agricultural land 
to work here / don’t have 
enough 0.81 0.20 0.45 0.93 0.85 
Health problems 0.00 0.00 0.22 0.00 1.69 
Political factors 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.19 0.00 
Won green card 0.00 0.00 0.67 0.93 0.85 
  100 100 100 100 100 

 

Migrant working status 
  International Internal 
Yes, currently working 68.54 65.12 
Yes, currently looking for work 6.61 7.01 
No 22.78 27.14 
Don’t know 2.07 0.73 
  100 100 

 

How long have lived? 
  International Internal 
12 AND LESS 8.65 14.32 
13-36 26.96 27.45 
37-60 24.21 21.31 
61-120 25.33 22.59 
OVER 120 14.85 14.32 
  100 100 
  983 1173 
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Highest level of school before the migrant left 
  International Internal 
No formal education 1.21 4.28 
Primary School 10.46 24.16 
Secondary School 46.98 42.62 
Post-Primary Technical/Vocational 
School 1.71 2.35 
Post-Secondary Level 
Technical/Vocational School 15.39 14.26 
Undergraduate University 15.09 8.05 
Graduate School 8.25 4.03 
Other (specify) 0.20 0.08 
Don’t know 0.70 0.17 
  100 100 
  994 1192 

 

Highest qualification before migrating 
  International Internal 
Bachelor's degree 34.81 32.94 
Vocational or technical degree 35.28 45.19 
Master’s degree 9.81 4.96 
PhD degree 2.34 0.29 
MBA 1.40 0.00 
Teaching certificate 4.91 10.50 
Medical degree 3.27 1.17 
Nursing degree 4.67 2.04 
Law degree 0.93 0.29 
Accountant 1.40 1.46 
Computer 0.00 0.87 
Police Officer 1.17 0.29 
  100 100 
  428 343 

 

Before work situation 
  International Internal 
Paid employment – full-time 28.40 15.05 
Paid employment – part-time 5.64 3.32 
Self employed (full or part time) 6.04 8.08 
Full-time student 31.72 29.59 
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Part  time student 1.41 0.17 
Unemployed / Looking for work 25.08 39.97 
Retired from work altogether 0.60 0.43 
Housewife 1.01 2.55 
Long-term sick or handicapped 0.10 0.00 
Other (specify) 0.00 0.85 
Total 100 100 
  993 1176 

 

Current work situation 
  International Internal 
Paid employment – full-time 54.25 51.87 
Paid employment – part-time 11.05 5.60 
Self employed (full or part time) 4.40 12.63 
Full-time student 17.60 12.99 
Part  time student 1.74 0.27 
Unemployed / Looking for work 3.99 11.12 
Retired from work altogether 0.61 0.44 
Housewife 1.94 3.83 
Long-term sick or handicapped 0.31 0.18 
Other (specify) 0.00 0.09 
Don’t know 4.09 0.98 
Total 100 100 
  977 1124 

 

Current Occupation by type of migrant 
  international internal 
Managers 6.15 4.17 
Professionals 35.79 24.75 
Technicians and associate professionals 7.51 6.06 
Clerical support workers 3.69 8.33 
Service and sales workers 12.43 17.42 
Agricultural, forestry and fishery workers 1.50 3.41 
Craft and related trades workers 2.87 6.31 
Plant and machine operators, and assemblers 1.50 2.02 
Elementary occupations 7.38 19.19 
Armed forces occupations 1.78 3.79 
Don’t know 19.40 4.55 
  100 100 
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  732 792 
 

Current working status of the migrant vs level of education 

  

Paid 
employment 
– full-time 

Paid 
employment 
– part-time 

Self 
employed 
(full or 
part 
time) 

Full-
time 
student 

Part  
time 
student 

Unemployed 
/ Looking 
for work 

Retired 
from 
work 
altogether Housewife 

Long-term 
sick or 
handicapped Total 

No formal education 0.58 1.75 2.37 7.73 0.00 5.56 0.94 4.96 0.00 50 
Primary School 12.57 21.93 21.72 24.31 38.46 26.39 8.49 19.86 11.43 368 
Secondary School 40.03 54.39 45.44 46.96 23.08 49.31 48.11 51.06 45.71 937 
Post-Primary 
Technical/Vocational 
School 2.02 2.63 2.74 2.21 0.00 0.69 1.42 2.13 0.00 43 
Post-Secondary 
Level 
Technical/Vocational 
School 20.38 6.14 12.59 7.18 15.38 9.03 18.87 12.77 28.57 313 
Undergraduate 
University 15.90 7.89 10.95 8.29 23.08 6.25 13.21 6.38 8.57 246 
Graduate School 8.53 5.26 4.20 3.31 0.00 2.78 8.96 2.84 5.71 123 
  100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 2080 
  692 114 548 181 13 144 212 141 35   

 

Migrant Occupation vs Education level completed 

  

No 
formal 
education 

Primary 
School 

Secondary 
School 

Post-
Primary 
Technical/ 
Vocational 
School 

Post-
Secondary 
Level 
Technical/ 
Vocational 
School 

Under- 
graduate 
University 

Graduate 
School total   

Managers 0.00 0.46 4.22 2.94 3.82 10.58 13.91 5.03 76 
Professionals 0.00 3.23 19.13 41.18 40.46 58.73 66.96 29.25 442 
Technicians and 
associate 
professionals 0.00 5.07 6.17 17.65 11.07 4.23 4.35 6.62 100 
Clerical support 
workers 9.52 3.23 8.43 2.94 5.73 4.76 2.61 6.15 93 
Service and sales 
workers 28.57 22.58 18.52 8.82 13.36 5.29 1.74 15.22 230 
Agricultural, 
forestry and 
fishery workers 19.05 6.91 1.96 0.00 1.15 1.59 0.87 2.58 39 
Craft and related 
trades workers 4.76 13.82 4.52 11.76 0.76 0.53 0.87 4.57 69 
Plant and 0.00 3.23 1.66 2.94 2.67 1.06 0.00 1.85 28 
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machine 
operators, and 
assemblers 
Elementary 
occupations 28.57 30.88 16.42 2.94 6.11 3.70 2.61 13.96 211 
Armed forces 
occupations 0.00 0.46 3.46 2.94 5.34 2.65 0.00 2.91 44 
Don’t know 9.52 10.14 15.51 5.88 9.54 6.88 6.09 11.85 179 
  100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100   

 

Does the migrant send money? 
  Yes No 
OECD 34.70 24.57 
Africa 12.02 11.01 
Other 5.74 3.00 
local 
urban 42.71 47.41 
local rural 4.83 14.01 
  100.00 100.00 

 
1098 1099 

 

Number of times 
1-3 550 49.19 
4-6 274 24.51 
7-12 275 24.60 
over 12 19 1.70 
  1118 100 

 

Number of times sent by Region 
  1-3 4-6 7-12 over 12 
Africa 11.78 12.70 13.28 10.53 
OECD 37.52 35.66 29.30 36.84 
Other 5.79 5.33 6.64 5.26 
Local 44.91 46.31 50.78 47.37 
  100 100 100 100 
  501 244 256 19 
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Amounts sent by migrant (kshs) 
10000 and less 361 34.19 
10001-50000 363 34.38 
50001-100000 155 14.68 
over 100000 177 16.76 
Total 1056 100 

 

Amount sent by source 
  OECD Africa other local urban local rural 
10000 and less 13.09 29.23 15.79 52.88 61.02 
10001-50000 30.10 37.69 40.35 33.63 33.90 
50001-100000 27.75 10.00 26.32 8.63 0.00 
over 100000 29.06 23.08 17.54 4.87 5.08 
  100 100 100 100 100 
  382 130 57 452 59 

 

Migrant occupation v amounts sent 

  
10000 
and less 10001-50000 

50001-
100000 

over 
100000 

Managers 4.04 5.84 5.51 9.46 
Professionals 18.63 38.49 39.37 49.32 
Technicians and associate 
professionals 10.25 8.59 11.02 4.05 
Clerical support workers 5.59 8.59 8.66 4.73 
Service and sales workers 19.88 14.09 13.39 15.54 
Agricultural, forestry and 
fishery workers 1.55 2.41 1.57 0.68 
Craft and related trades 
workers 9.32 3.78 2.36 1.35 
Plant and machine operators, 
and assemblers 3.11 1.03 1.57 2.70 
Elementary occupations 24.53 12.37 11.02 7.43 
Armed forces occupations 3.11 4.81 5.51 4.73 
  100 100 100 100 
  322 291 127 148 
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Method Used to send money by migrant 
western union 223 20.78 
Moneygram 106 9.88 
other money transfer operators 7 0.65 
postal money order 14 1.30 
direct transfer to bank account 79 7.36 
bank as paying agent for money transfer 40 3.73 
foreign exchange bureau 33 3.08 
credit union   0.00 
travel agent 6 0.56 
informal individuals 11 1.03 
mobile phone 352 32.81 
through friends or relative 63 5.87 
courier, bus other 13 1.21 
brought back himself during visit 124 11.56 
pre-paid cards/ATM card   0.00 
internal money transfer 2 0.19 
  1073 100.00 

 

Method of sending money by region 
  Africa OECD Other Local 
Western Union 25 43.40 36.92 0.80 
MoneyGram 12.88 19.95 18.46 0.60 
Postal money order 1.52 0.81 4.62 1.20 
Direct transfer to bank account 10.61 7.82 9.23 5.62 
Bank as paying agent for money transfer 
operator (e.g. Western) 0.76 8.09 7.69 0.80 
Foreign exchange bureau 1.52 7.01 3.08 0.60 
Informal and friend 15.91 6.20 12.31 8.03 
Mobile phone/ telecommunications 
service providers (MPESA, Z 22.73 2.16 1.54 60.44 
Brought back himself during visit 7.58 2.16 1.54 20.88 
Other 1.52 2.43 4.62 1.00 
  100 100 100 100 
  132 371 65 498 
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Method used to send money volumes by method of sending 

 

10000 
and less 

10001-
50000 

50001-
100000 

over 
100000 

Western Union 11.55 24.02 24.83 29.03 
MoneyGram 4.86 7.51 18.62 19.35 
Other money transfer operator 0.30 0.90 0.69 0.65 
Postal money order 1.52 1.20 2.07 0.65 
Direct transfer to bank account 2.13 6.61 13.10 19.35 
Bank as paying agent for money 
transfer operator (e.g. Western 
Union) 1.52 5.11 4.14 6.45 
Foreign exchange bureau 0.91 3.60 8.28 3.23 
Travel agency 0.30 0.30 1.38 0.65 
Informal individual agents 0.30 0.90 2.07 1.94 
Mobile phone/ telecommunications 
service providers (MPESA, Z 48.94 34.53 18.62 8.39 
Through friend or relative 9.73 4.80 2.07 3.23 
Courier, bus, or other transport 1.22 1.80 0.69 0.00 
Brought back himself during visit 16.41 7.81 2.07 7.10 
Other 0.30 0.90 1.38 0.00 
  100 100 100 100 
  329 333 145 155 
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Household expenditure on remittances 

 

Proportionate share of remittance 
spent on an item 

Average 
amount on 
each item 

  

10% 
and 
less 

10-
30% 

30-
50% 

over 
50% 

amounts 
(Kshs) 

food 18.97 26.82 38.44 50.45 26143 
education 17.18 20.70 19.22 13.12 40841 
health 37.69 21.19 13.51 7.24 19935 
rent 2.31 6.62 6.75 2.71 61951 
marriage/funeral 7.18 3.64 1.82 2.26 13968 
cars/trucks 0.51 0.66 1.04 0.23 118546 
rebuild house 1.03 3.15 3.38 3.39 99500 
build new house 1.03 0.99 2.08 4.75 308397 
Business 2.82 3.15 3.12 3.85 86388 
land purchase 0.77 1.49 1.56 1.58 251480 
livestock purchase 3.33 2.81 0.78 0.23 16263 
improved farming 4.87 7.45 4.94 3.17 16750 
migrant physical investment 0.77 0.17 1.56 4.98 454686 
financial assets 1.54 1.16 1.82 2.04 202333 
  390 604 385 442   
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VIII. Non-household migrants 

sex of non-members 
Female 145 51.97 
Male 134 48.03 

279 100.00 
relationship of the non-member to household head 
Parent 19 6.83 
brother/sister 82 29.50 
parents/grand parent 11 3.96 
in laws 45 16.19 
other relative 88 31.65 
non-relative 33 11.87 

278 100.00 
highest schooling of non-member 
Primary 54 21.26 
Middle 11 4.3307 
Secondary 79 31.102 
post primary 11 4.3307 
post-secondary 35 13.78 
undergraduate 45 17.717 
Graduate 19 7.4803 
  254 100 

 

where the non-member live 
OECD 43 81.13 

Africa 8 15.09 

Others 2 3.77 

Total 53 100.00 
 

number of times non-member sent money 
1-3 times 185 72.83 

4-6 times 38 14.96 

7-12 times 27 10.63 

over 12 4 1.57 

  254 100.00 
 

method of sending money to migrant 
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western union 27 10.89 

Moneygram 8 3.23 

postal money order 2 0.81 

direct transfer to bank account 9 3.63 

bank as paying agent for money transfer 1 0.40 

foreign exchange bureau 2 0.81 

informal individuals 1 0.40 

mobile phone 109 43.95 

through friends or relative 40 16.13 

courier, bus other 7 2.82 

brought back himself during visit 41 16.53 

internal money transfer 1 0.40 

  248 100.00 
 

amount sent to migrant by non-member 
amounts in kenya shilling number % 

less 10,000 133 63.64 

10,000-50,000 50 23.92 

50,000-100,000 13 6.22 

over 100,000 13 6.22 
  209 100.00 
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IX. Return Migrant 

any return migrant 
Yes 60 3.10 
No 1876 96.9 
where they lived   
UK 5 15.15 
US 9 27.27 
Uganda 2 6.06 
Canada 2 6.06 
Germany 3 9.09 
Australia  3 9.09 
India 3 9.09 
Italy 1 3.03 
Saudi Arabia 3 9.09 
Japan 1 3.03 
Philippines 1 3.03 
  33 100.00 

 

why the return migrant left  
Education 15 28.30 
search for job 16 30.19 
job transfer 1 1.89 
Marriage 4 7.55 
death of a spouse 1 1.89 
family problem 1 1.89 
moved to join other family member 9 16.98 
return to original home 4 7.55 
no agri land 1 1.89 
heath problems 1 1.89 
  53 100.00 
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Return Migrant schooling before left 
None   0 
Primary 2 3.92 
Middle   0 
Secondary 19 37.25 
post primary   0 
post-secondary 17 33.33 
Undergraduate 8 15.69 
Graduate 5 9.80 
  51 100 

 

 

why the return migrant chose the destination 
knew people 14 20.59 
had information about the place 4 5.88 
had a job offer 16 23.53 
better wages 2 2.94 
better job opportunities 6 8.82 
better land 1 1.47 
better quality of life 1 1.47 
better education opportunities 14 20.59 
better medical care 1 1.47 
close to family 9 13.24 
costs of moving low 68 100.00 

 

Return migrant working situation 
Paid employment-full-time 24 38.71 
Paid employment-part-time 

4 6.45 
Self employed 12 19.35 
Full-time student 7 11.29 
Part time student   0.00 
Unemployed 8 12.90 
Retired from work together 2 3.23 
Housewife 2 3.23 
Long-term sick 3 4.84 
  62 100.00 
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Return migrant occupation 
Manager 6 15 
Professional 9 22.5 
technician and associate professional   0 
clerical support worker 3 7.5 
service and sales workers   0 
agricultural, forestry and fishery 4 10 
craft and related trades    0 
plant and machine operator 3 7.5 
elementary occupation 9 22.5 
armed forces 1 2.5 
don’t know 5 12.5 
  40 100 

 

Return migrant Why return? 
could not get residence   0 
could not get work permit 3 4.55 
residence permit expired 1 1.52 
no intention to stay 23 34.85 
temporary work 8 12.12 
got expelled 3 4.55 
family reasons 20 30.30 
missed family 2 3.03 
Sick 1 1.52 
job transfer 1 1.52 
had temporary job 1 1.52 
work permit expired 3 4.55 
  66 100 

 

 


