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DEMIG Databases

•DEMIG C2C: bilateral flows by country of residence (COR), citizen-ship 
(COC), birth (COB); 34 countries, 1946-2011, ≈50,000 dyads. 

•DEMIG TOTAL: Total immigration, emigration and net migration, 
citizens and foreigners, 163 countries, from 1820. 

•DEMIG POLICY: 6,500 migration policy changes, 45 countries, 1946-
2013, coded by (i) policy area; (ii) policy tool; (iii) migrant category; (iv) 
geographical origin; also covers emigration policies

•DEMIG VISA: Global panel (196*196 countries) of bilateral entry visa 
and exit permit requirements, full coverage 1973-2014. 
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How effective are migration policies?



Between political claims making 
and migration realities 



Research questions

1. What has been the nature and structure and evolution of 
global migration in the 1950-2010 period? 

2. How can shifts in global migration patterns be explained 
from processes of development and social transformation 
in origin and destination countries? 

3. What has been the nature and evolution of immigration 
and emigration policies in the 1950-2010 period? 

4. What are the effects of migration policies and border 
regimes on the (i) volume, (ii) timing, (iii) duration, (iv) 
direction and (v) composition of migration? 



1. Global migration trends
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So, what has changed?

Neither exodus, nor 
invasion



1. Global migration trends
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• Global migration reversal 
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• ‘Global migration reversal’



1. Global migration trends

• ‘Global migration reversal’
• Increasing concentration of migration 







1. Global migration trends

• ‘Global migration reversal’
• Growing concentration of migration in shrinking 

number of prime destinations



1. Global migration trends

• ‘Global migration reversal’
• Growing concentration of migration in shrinking 

number of prime destinations
• Decreasing circulation (?)
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Asian migration to and from EU12 

From Asia To Asia
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South-Central American-Car migration to and from 
EU12

From South-Central Am and Caribbean To South-Central Am and Caribbean
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African migration to and from EU12

From Africa To Africa



2. Migration determinants



Beyond ‘push-pull’

The need to reconceptualize
migration as an intrinsic part of larger 

development processes
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The developmental drivers of migration
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Source: de Haas, Hein 2010. Migration transitions: a 

theoretical and empirical  inquiry into the developmental 

drivers of international migration. IMI/DEMIG Working 

Paper, University of Oxford
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Source: de Haas, H. (2010). Migration transitions: a theoretical and empirical inquiry 

into the developmental drivers of international migration. Oxford, Working Paper No 24, 

International Migration Institute, University of Oxford.

Migration transition theory



Micro

Development tends to initially increase people’s 
capabilities and aspirations to migrate



Micro

Development tends to initially increase people’s 
capabilities and aspirations to migrate

Macro

The increasing structural complexity of labour 
markets and increasing levels of educational and 

occupational specialization generate higher 
migration levels





2. Migration determinants

• Destination country labour demand and economic cycles 

• Non-linear relation between development and emigration, 
but need to understand significant variations

• No significant effect of demographic factors on emigration 

• International inequality is neither a sufficient nor a 
necessary condition for significant migration to occur

• Urban growth and international emigration are partly 
substitutes

• Ambiguous effect of political factors, environmental stress, 
education, and social welfare



3. The nature and evolution of migration policies
Between rhetoric and practice



Have migration policies really 
become more restrictive?



Have migration policies really 
become more restrictive?

‘Client politics’ (Freeman)
‘Embedded constraints’ (Hollifield)





Average yearly change in migration policy restrictiveness, 1900-2014

Source: de Haas, Hein, Katharina Natter, and Simona Vezzoli. 2016 Growing 
restrictiveness or  changing selection? The nature and evolution of migration policies 1946-2013. 
International Migration Review.

More restrictive 

Less restrictive 





Source: DEMIG VISA database. See Marie-Laurence Flahaux and Hein 

de Haas (2014 forthcoming) Migration from, to and within Africa: The 

role of development and states. DEMIG Working Paper 
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Inbound visa restrictiveness, 2000s 

Mathias Czaika, Hein de Haas, María Villares-Varela (2018) The global evolution of travel visa 
regimes. An analysis based on the  DEMIG VISA Database. Population and Development 
Review. 



Inbound visa restrictiveness, 2000s 

Outbound visa restrictiveness, 2000s 

Mathias Czaika, Hein de Haas, María Villares-Varela (2018) The global evolution of travel visa 
regimes. An analysis based on the  DEMIG VISA Database. Population and Development 
Review. 



3. Migration policy trends

• Immigration policies have generally liberalized

• Modern immigration policies are about selection rather 
than numbers (filters rather than taps)

• The general increase in migrant rights has coincided with 
attempts prevent the arrival of vulnerable migrant groups 
(through visa policies and border controls)



The effectiveness of 
migration policies



Are borders beyond control?
(Bhagwati 2003) 



Are borders beyond control? 

No, but

The capacity of policies to ‘steer’ migration
is limited, and



Are borders beyond control?

No, but

The capacity of policies to ‘steer’ migration
is limited, and

under certain circumstances, migration 
restrictions have unintended, sometimes 

counterproductive consequences, exposing 
fundamental policy dilemmas



‘Substitution effects’

Unintended consequences of immigration restrictions

Source: Hein de Haas (2011) The determinants of 

international migration: conceptualizing policy, origin and 

destination effects. DEMIG Working Paper #2 



‘Substitution effects’

Unintended consequences of immigration restrictions

1.Categorical substitution (category jumping)

Source: Hein de Haas (2011) The determinants of 

international migration: conceptualizing policy, origin and 

destination effects. DEMIG Working Paper #2 



‘Substitution effects’

Unintended consequences of immigration restrictions

1.Categorical substitution (category jumping)

2.Inter-temporal substitution

Source: Hein de Haas (2011) The determinants of 

international migration: conceptualizing policy, origin and 

destination effects. DEMIG Working Paper #2 



Immigration from Suriname

It’s now or never !!!

How the Dutch government stimulated 
unwanted migration from Suriname

Source: Simona Vezzoli (2014) The evolution of Surinamese emigration 

across and beyond independence:  the role of origin and destination states. 

DEMIG Working Paper. 

Independence
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Immigration from Suriname

It’s now or never !!!

How the Dutch government stimulated 
unwanted migration from Suriname

Source: Simona Vezzoli (2014) The evolution of Surinamese emigration 

across and beyond independence:  the role of origin and destination states. 

DEMIG Working Paper. 

Independence Visas introduced



Immigration from Suriname

Independence

How the Dutch government stimulated 
unwanted migration from Suriname

Visas introduced

Returns

Source: Simona Vezzoli (2014) The evolution of Surinamese emigration 

across and beyond independence:  the role of origin and destination states. 

DEMIG Working Paper. 

It’s now or never !!!



‘Substitution effects’

Unintended consequences of immigration restrictions

1.Categorical substitution (category jumping)

2.Inter-temporal substitution (‘now or never’ migration)

Source: Hein de Haas (2011) The determinants of 

international migration: conceptualizing policy, origin and 

destination effects. DEMIG Working Paper #2 



‘Substitution effects’

Unintended consequences of immigration restrictions

1.Categorical substitution (category jumping)

2.Inter-temporal substitution (‘now or never’ migration)

3.Reverse flow substitution (interrupting circulation)

Source: Hein de Haas (2011) The determinants of 

international migration: conceptualizing policy, origin and 

destination effects. DEMIG Working Paper #2 



Czaika, M. and de Haas, H., 2017. The effect 

of visas on migration processes. International 

Migration Review, 51(4), pp.893-926.

Long-year average



Long-year average

Czaika, M. and de Haas, H., 2017. The effect 

of visas on migration processes. International 

Migration Review, 51(4), pp.893-926.



Long-year average

Czaika, M. and de Haas, H., 2017. The effect 

of visas on migration processes. International 

Migration Review, 51(4), pp.893-926.



Central policy dilemma: 
Restrictions interrupt circulation and 
disrupt economic ‘elasticity’ of migration





‘Substitution effects’

Unintended consequences of immigration restrictions

1.Categorical substitution (category jumping)

2.Inter-temporal substitution (‘now or never’ migration)

3.Reverse flow substitution (interrupting circulation)

Source: Hein de Haas (2011) The determinants of 

international migration: conceptualizing policy, origin and 

destination effects. DEMIG Working Paper #2 



‘Substitution effects’

Unintended consequences of immigration restrictions

1.Categorical substitution (category jumping)

2.Inter-temporal substitution (‘now or never’ migration)

3.Reverse flow substitution (interrupting circulation)

4.Spatial substitution (spatial diversion, ‘balloon’effects)

Source: Hein de Haas (2011) The determinants of 

international migration: conceptualizing policy, origin and 

destination effects. DEMIG Working Paper #2 





Source: Missing migrants project. IOM



The conundrum of 
25 years of ‘Fortress Europe’



‘Substitution effects’

Unintended consequences of immigration restrictions

1.Categorical substitution (category jumping)

2.Inter-temporal substitution (‘now or never’ migration)

3.Reverse flow substitution (interrupting circulation)

4.Spatial substitution (spatial diversion, ‘waterbed’ effects)

Source: Hein de Haas (2011) The determinants 

of international migration: conceptualizing policy, 

origin and destination effects. DEMIG Working 

Paper #2 



When ill-conceived policies become 
counterproductive…
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Geographical diversification of Moroccan migration
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Moroccan diaspora
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Free and restricted migration dynamics
The three “Guyanas”
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Final considerations

 Governments have a legitimate desire tot regulate 
migration, but they need to look at effectiveness

 Liberal immigration policies do not necessarily lead to 
mass migration and ill-conceived migration restrictions can 
be counterproductive. 

 Key policy dilemma: wish to reduce inflows is difficult to 
reconcile with wish to encourage return and circulation

 Fundamental dilemma: General trend towards economic 
liberalization seems at odds with the wish to curb 
immigration 

 Migration is driven by processes of development and 
social transformation that largely lie beyond the reach of 
migration polices. 
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